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Following the various interpretations, this basin
was totally disconnected or connected to the deep
basins during the MSC sea level fall (75.60-5.46
(2) Ma). Five stratigraphic sections (Fig. 1, 2) have
been sampled. Accordingly, much attention has
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Litho- and biostratigraphic correlation itic sections of the Apennine foredeep (figure 3).
Associated with the stratigrapic section, lllusn-anon of the Brakisch/marine Dinoflagellate cyst ratio (without
reworked species) and Ceratolithus acutus occurence.
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base of the Colombacci deposits (5.35 Ma; dated by Raffi et al., 2006) ’ A -
o Peak 3 is less prominent and recorded 7 m below the base of the Argille Az

Cusercoli Fm.: Sand beds at the base followed by fine clay and silt beds.
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*Thick Pliocene-Quaternary megasequence compose the Cen-
tral Adriatic domain. The Laga basin form the main
snMSC depocentre as illustrated Figure 1.

® Few evaporitic Messinian deposits are observed along the
south Apennine front.
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[ Pliocene to Quaternary Conclusion
Messinian 2 The Lago Mare cannot be considered as a uniform brackish palacoenvironment
(ante and synMSC) ) S but must be envisioned as a complex mosaic of sedimentary facies resulting
[ OtigoceneMiocene Q‘j from competing marine and brackish waters controlled by physiographic fac-
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- ‘5" The Mesozoic heritage with the Apennine front propagation plays a major role
[ Mesozoic 4 2 in the palacoenvironmental evolution of the Apennine foredeep. Deposits
Messinian Erosional e . overlying the unconformity separating the regional pevl and p-ev2 formations
€S Surface 5 NOSE0S ? 5 must henceforth be regarded as ing the first marine incursion into

the isolated central Adriatic Basin after the peak of the MSC.

These results allow us fine the pal: hi of the Apen-
nine foredeep during the peak of the MSC. Although this basin was deep, its
history during the peak of the MSC did not parallel that of the central Medi-
terranean basins.
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